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A fry, Pad (eae 
Angry senior cdilors stathed thro, oh th. 
coridors, braictishing ransifestocs aud 
Urcatening ta re: flied staffe 
huddled dlogethes jn ICOSES,  CXCCUH 
tis mact to plan vey mancuvers. And 
there wes ao doubt about the ex 
of the uprace the secornd sue uphie: 
ie an itieet : 


T/Pxpress. Joon Ja oe 
YServan Schreihor, the mercurial journal: 
ist- turnedpolitician, wes ju the midst 
of another power play desiaied to reek 
editorial coutral over the flouvishi a 
influentia’ magazine he 
con years ago, 

JISS, as he Vhes to eal) inasel!, thusesd 
his original Woerel tabloid jute a eneshe 
ingly successful US. style newsmacezine: 
in TOS, Gaon left it to embark 
stony political carecr early Tae 
Running as watiCanhlist candice ae a 
parlininentary seal in Nancy, the 47 
year-old Foan-Jacques first won a stun- 
ning victory, But nine mouths Jater, he 
decided to run as well agaist Premier 
Jacques Chaban Delmas in Bordeeus and 
suffered a defe “at so hhumilieling that 
many Troneh political observers helove 
it cllectively killed) any idea JJSS held 
of atiaining ational paliges) offices, Vt 
was not Jong after th ic Bordeaus disaster 
that ]c sam-Jacques made hits first wove to 
reassert lis dominance ab L/Pspress. Ta 
January of this yesr, to Ue oped conster- 
nation ef many staffers, JJSS ousted his 
younger brother Jean-Louis fron) iis 
position as chicf exe cutive of the Servan- 
Schreiber family’s publishing cinpire, 
Jc Groupe Express (Newswrn, Jan. 
J1). At the same time, Jes also wanglod 
himsclf a toe hold pa the magazine by 
Winning back a weekly political column 
he had abandoned when he entered 


1d: Ty reasserUng inuch of lis for- 
mer power at J, "Express, however, JJSS 
has alicnated many of its top editors and 
executives, most of whom lic liimse!f had 
hired in the past. At the magazine’s top 
echclous, there arc now ynany who fear 
that Joan] Jncques’s return will compro- 
mise J/lxpress’s editorial inde peudence 
by turning it into a. platform: for his own 
sll sinoldering: political ambitions, I'c 
mosl ¢ 


“Us 
among JISS"s antagoulsts is Olivicr 


Chevellian, on erstwhile friend and col- 
league, who is cinrenily the magazine’s 
president, Two anonths ego, Chevrillon 
oe that Jean- Jacques had cx- 


ceeded the limits of a $5S0,009 mmunl 
fund the ins gzine had given him for lis 
personal and professional use~a charce 
that JISS labels as “phony.” yom Nency, 
which remains his howe hase, word 
quickly leaked out that ‘d raved Rel 
“ to “have the hefal br ed For'Re 


He WAS quot. 


J adore trench warfare,’ 
ed as saying, 
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Mien hl saghiy ee Mae os 


prohlein ef contro] 


e betletes Indeed 


eae of a 


condor bl ith the pa 


Pesto Se by ivelve 
Mor cat tf ally: ¢ 
tying to L: Sever Ue in 
VISS uuicerte: mK a political ae the 
imwafesto stato. “his recocnized the i 
commputibility ia tween journalistic re- 
sponsihdity and political responsibiiiy.? 
Jes u-Jacques’s cyn cloguent words on 


} 
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the subject were then cinbarrassingly 
resurrected. And the senior cditurs con- 
cluded with ao blunt. affemation that 


they would Scousider pny ineesure, Ci- 


rect or indirect, to bring back to the di 
rection of V7 \pre ss aii who is now a 
poktician as a de facto modification of the 
magazine's nabure fand wel could uot ac 
ecpl this transformation.” Speaking for his 
cleven other colleagnes as well, manaz- 
ing editor Clande Thabert put the issue 
very simply: “We don’t want to wave 
poles for a party or a rnan.” 

Yor the man in question, there is also 
a stark simplicity to the battle for T/léx- 
press. “The problein js control,” JISS told 
Newswerr’s Steve Saler soon after the 
manifesto of the editors was published. 
“Phe editors thought the mugazine was 
theirs. J can’t compromise with that. Via 
the protector of Uie macazine.” le also 
yuled out any possibility of compromise 
with Chevrillon. “ts jus ageression,’ 
Joan Jieques said, “an allempt to seize 
the magazine,’ 

Wins At this point, there is Hille doubt 
that JISS can win the carrent round and 
succeed tn ousting Chevrillon. The acte- 
al firing will probably eccur He this 
month at a stockhalders’ mecting; Jean- 
Jacques and tyvo of his sisters control 
more than 6O por cent of the company’s 
lsage'2 200409) pale 

Writ 004 ns"\ 

the batile, it contd tran oat that ISS will 
lase eis a real danger 


e the war For the 
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zine too jar, 
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Hors: coud further wa 
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ine of 
awould drevitably 


cut hen 
I’rspress’s quality and its 


modus of the: 
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“now Ihowhere. Other Exprcss 
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